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�
Niello Acura of Sacramento has graciously agreed to sponsor our second annual NSX exclusive track event at Thunderhill Raceway Park. The NSX Club of America, Northwest Region’s Sacramento Chapter is coordinating this event and doing the planning, enrollment, etc. Thanks to Jim Grinstead, we have once again been able to secure instructors from the Golden Gate Chapter of BMW CCA.





We are lining up other sponsors also, so there will be quite a few goodies ….  Interested sponsors contact me Hrant Kouyoumdjian (916) 961-5220 (voice mail/fax) or E-mail at KHrant@aol.com.





This is a great opportunity to have a track day for driving and seeing NSXs on the track, and given the anticipated 40 or so NSX cars, this should offer an absolutely excellent track time with guaranteed no traffic on the full 3.0 mile track.





This newsletter is provided in an effort to expedite matters. It is important that you respond as quickly as possible to allow time to plan adequately for this unique event, and hopefully the first of many more to come.





DATES





The track event is on Tuesday, September 11. On Monday evening, there will be registration at the Santa Fe Grill next to the Golden Pheasant Best Western. Dinner is own your own, but many of us will be hanging there at the bar.


 


ENROLLMENT





The Application Form is on the last page.


1) PAYMENT: Your application must contain your check for the entire $175 enrollment amount. Your check is deposited immediately. 





2) APPLICATION RECORD: We will regularly post on the NSXCA Sacramento Chapter’s web site   those from whom we have received a complete application form with payment. Check the web at: 


http://sacramento.nsxca.org/Events/thunderhill_driving_school9-11.htm





3) STUDENT PACKET: Once we receive your application and payment, you will be asked to download the Student Packet which will provide more details regarding the track event, how to get prepared, etc. Check the same web site regularly for updates/downloads; time does not allow us to mail packets.





ENROLLMENT IS LIMITED TO NSXs ONLY: 


[Unless we do not hit the minimum threshold to make this financially feasible.]





In other words, you will not be allowed to:





Switch from an NSX to another car that you own or bring to the track. The registration of the NSX on the application form must match the one the track.


Request a refund once your application has been processed and the check deposited. Given the few cars for this event, and the very low registration fee, we are not in a position to send refunds; we have made certain commitments to Niello Acura for their sponsorship.





PROGRAM OVERVIEW





For those of you who have not yet attended a driving program event, this material will help you understand what we're up to—in particular our absolute commitment to the safety and well-being of you, the other participants and our cars. This is essentially the information provided to students at the school.





Our primary concern, as the event organizers, is Your Safety. Every procedure, requirement, guideline and instruction is thoughtfully intended to satisfy that concern. Cars moving at speed on the track can be dangerous—to the occupants, to turn workers and to other cars. It is possible for you to be injured and your car damaged, so to manage this risk and to allow us to continue with these activities in the future, your understanding and cooperation is essential. This is NOT a racing school. There will be no timing equipment or stopwatches—no trophies or bonus points for fastest lap. This experience is designed to increase your mental and physical skills, and your knowledge of what your car can, and can't, do. Our philosophy is that a good driver is an aware driver.... aware of the car, aware of the track, aware of other drivers.


PREVIOUS EXPERIENCE 





Refining this awareness starts at the prerequisite car control clinics or autocross events that many of you have attended. If you can attend such a clinic or an auto cross event beforehand, we encourage you to do so but it is not a requirement. 





TRACK SCHOOL





Our track event in April was very well received by both the students and the instructors because of your focused attention to the safety of our program. We had one of the safest track events.





We will have sufficient instructors for the students at track schools so that all students on track have access to instructors for the entire weekend. Our instructors are experienced track school or road racing veterans who are serious about your learning experience and your safety!





Instructors drive the first few laps with the student in the right seat to demonstrate or point out some of the idiosyncrasies of the track and to become comfortable with the integrity of your car. 





Instructors drive the students' cars at only moderate speeds. The balance of the day is spent with students driving with coaching from an instructor in the car. Typical schedules allow a student to have four 25-30 minute run sessions. We plan to have the students grouped into four separate groups again, based on experience: Novice/Beginner, Low Intermediate, High Intermediate and Advanced. Relatively inexperienced students will be on track with others of similar experience and who are driving at moderate speeds, in contrast to groups with the most experienced students who are driving at higher speeds. 





The level of experience will be determined by the Chief Instructor, his decision is final to assure a safe driving experience for all; do not appeal to the organizers of the event.





After the student demonstrates judgment and familiarity with the track and car, he/she may be signed off by their assigned group leader to be on track without an instructor. Many students find that even while signed off, they prefer to keep an instructor in the car, so the learning curve remains steeper. Students are also encouraged to seek rides with their instructors if time permits, since these rides provide additional perspectives on the capabilities of the car and driver.


We are planning to continue to improve the classroom instruction sessions. Sessions will be tailored to student experience level.





Listen to your instructors. Many of them started out as students themselves. Utilize their knowledge to enhance yours. Good students make the teaching easy and enjoyable for all parties concerned.





The event will be held rain or shine.  Bring appropriate clothing for shade or rain forecast.





Your utmost cooperation in timely arrival and attention to announcements is vital to ensuring sufficient track time for everyone. We will not wait for you! This is a team effort and your contribution improves the quality for all. A serious piece of behind the scenes effort has gone into making this a productive learning experience. Do your part and we'll all have fun.





Appreciate your volunteers! Not one volunteer, club staff person or instructor gets paid for any of this. It is only the love of the sport and desire to help NSX owners/members maximize the joys of the ultimate driving experience of one of the best sports cars ever built that keeps us all working hard.





THINGS TO DO AND CONSIDER BEFORE THE SCHOOL





DIRECTIONS - Thunderhill is located on Highway 162, six miles west of Willows. This is a truck stop and agribusiness town on I-5 roughly 75 miles northwest of Sacramento, due west of Oroville. From the Bay area, be sure to use the I-505 connector between I-80 and I-5 north.





ATTIRE - Comfortable clothes are a must: loose fitting pants, shirts, sweater, etc. Flat soled shoes like any type of sneaker is fine. Full Nomex race gear is very seldom worn by students and not worn by instructors. Consider cool/warm weather possibilities as well as rain, so be prepared. Don’t count on a canopy to huddle beneath if it rains.





FAMILY AND FRIENDS - Spectators are welcome, provided they can care for themselves. A racetrack is not a good place for children or pets, so please leave them at home. You will be plenty busy and added distractions don't help the learning curve. Our policy on passengers is - this is a Driving School, not a passenger school. Students may not have any passengers in their cars except instructors (this includes other students). 


If you or a friend would like a tour of Thunderhill from the passenger seat, ask for a ride with one of the instructors. Students are given first priority for rides, but others can usually have access to rides. This is encouraged and can really give you an idea about the size of the performance envelope.





Time permitting we plan to allow you to take friends and family members on the track at cruising speed during the lunch break. This is not as an opportunity to showcase your talent or your car’s performance - so do not abuse this privilege.





LODGING - If you are traveling from out of town or would just like to cut down on the commute to the track, we will be providing you a list of hotels in the area. We will pass more of this information to you in the Student Packet after we receive your school Application.





DINNER - We have not planned for a catered dinner on Monday night. While group feeds have been well received by students, it is too much hassle to meet everyone’s expectations for price and menu. So you are on your own but many of us will be dining at the Santa Fe Grill.





LUNCH - Lunch will be provided to registered students and workers on Tuesday at the track. We'll probably have a the same variety of sandwiches, fruit and beverages. Others at the track who are not registered students will be able to purchase lunch from the caterer.





BREAKFAST - We will have complimentary breakfast available at the track in the morning to help jump-start those of you who may be commuting to the track directly. The Golden Pheasant Best Western offers free continental breakfast at the Santa Fe Grill next door.





You are encouraged to bring your own ice chest for snacks, and particularly fluids since we expect hot weather. You do this on your own back country road trips, so consider it here too especially given the summer temperature. There are very few shaded areas so plan accordingly.





CAR TECH INSPECTION - A tech inspection will be required of your car in advance of the track school, which consists of a thorough inspection of your car by a qualified mechanic. Inspections focus on engine compartment condition, brakes, tires, suspension, steering, etc., in an attempt to insure that cars have adequate systems before they are driven on track. A tech inspection form is attached as part of your application package. The form does not need to be mailed, but MUST be presented at the registration.





Niello Acura at 4609 Madison Avenue in Sacramento (off I-80 going to Tahoe) has graciously agreed to offer free tech inspections throughout the week of August 27, and if necessary on Saturday, September 1, from 8:00 am to 12:00 pm for those attending Thunderhill on 9/11/01. Please call Larry Reuter the Service Manager for an appointment at (916) 334-6300. 





CAR EQUIPMENT – Students with limited or no experience in high performance driving programs are strongly encouraged to avoid the use of R compound tires, and suspension and engine modifications. Since these modifications provide a combination of improved cornering ability and higher speeds, relatively new students have a more difficult time learning basic skills. We strongly suggest limiting their use until the student develops a better awareness of car control with equipment with lower speed potential.





If you already have these modifications, be cognizant of the above advice.





ON-SITE MECHANIC SERVICES - The number of mechanical problems brought to the track or which actually emerge at the track, has risen to an alarming level. This has required a great deal of time in the pits holding wrenches instead of driving, or consulting on technical problems that truly arise during track time. If you are prevented from driving due to a mechanical problem, no enrollment fee refund will be given.





Niello Acura may bring their NSX technicians with some spare parts (brake pads, rotors, hoses, etc.). It is completely Niello Acura’s discretion to charge for any repairs that you might need from them on your NSX at the track event.





CORNER WORKERS – The corner workers will be provided by Thunderhill.





TRACK INFORMATION SOURCES





In addition to our web page downloads, check out the Northern California Shelby Club web site http://www.norcal-saac.org/ => Open Track Info => Open Track Handbooks and use Adobe Reader for their Thunderhill drivers’ handbook – good discussion of a track school lap on Thunderhill, including good maps of the track and each turn. 





The BMW CCA National Capital Chapter has a good document on the net:


 


http://www.bcpl.net/~ncc/drivers-school/documentation-index.html  





and get the document titled High Performance Driving.  





Also, Thunderhill has it’s own site http://www.thunderhill.com/ which has nice maps and some killer video from cars and bikes, for those of you unfamiliar with this track; other video is available at:





http://www.bombaydigital.com/pages/boxster/tracks/





We plan to mail special track instructional packets to Novice/Beginners as well as low Intermediate students. So it is important that if you fall in this category you spend some time reading such materials before coming to the track. These will be available on the web for download as well at:





http://sacramento.nsxca.org/Events/thunderhill_driving_school9-11.htm








KEY POINTS





1.	Registration is open to NSXCA members in good standing and driving their NSXs. Check the web site to confirm we have received your application. 


2.	If you are not an NSXCA member and you still wish to attend with your NSX, we can process your application for membership for $50, or you just pay an extra $50.


3.	We accept PayPal. If your check bounces it will raise your entry fee $25. If you mail the additional $25 and both checks clear by Saturday, September 4, you retain your registration. If you miss the deadline, it is your fault. We’re not in this for profit, but we’re also not in this for hassles and headaches with bank deposits. You can check the status of your application at: http://sacramento.nsxca.org/Events/ThunderHillDocs/Statuslist.htm


4.	Two-driver cars will be allowed. Please submit separate, SIGNED registration forms for each driver. Each driver pays the same registration fee. Three driver cars are not allowed.


5.	All cancellations are non-refundable. Again, this is driven by the costs and commitments that we have made to get this track event. Attending with a non-NSX in lieu of the NSX you registered will result in expulsion, and is also non-refundable. Physical injuries or other limitations that may result in unsafe conditions or other inability of you to drive satisfactorily will result in expulsion without refund.


6.	A pre-event tech inspection and a SNELL 1990 or newer helmet are required. Thunderhill rents helmets so you may want to check with before coming to the track event day to secure one in your size. Since sharing a helmet with other students can be a hassle, you should make every effort to borrow a helmet from a friend before arriving at the track. The phone number for Thunderhill is: (530) 934-5588


7.	Minimum age is 18. You must have a current Driver’s license and a valid car insurance policy identifying coverage of your NSX. Have both of these available to show when you register. 


Each student must have a valid state driver’s license, insurance, which shall not be suspended or revoked.


We have on-line application at. You can also  mail completed applications and checks (made payable to: “NSXCA - Sacramento Chapter” and include in the bottom field for Memo: TH 9/11/01), to


	               Al Terpak - TH 9/11/01


O.  Box  276212


Sacramento, CA 95827-6212


DO NOT use a delivery service that requires a signature. This will slow down your application.


10.	As explained above, as soon as we receive your application and payment you will be asked to download a Student Packet containing additional details (such as the Waiver, Tech Inspection Form, etc.) to help you plan for the school. If you show up at the school without having received and acted on your package, you can expect to have difficulties at registration or potentially be rejected from participating. YOU are solely responsible for following up and letting us know if you are unable to download the Application and later your Student Packet!


Enrollment fine print questions can be directed to me, Hrant Kouyoumdjian (916) 961-5220 anytime (voice mail/fax). 





E-mail at KHrant@aol.com is preferable since it allows me to route questions to others if I’m not most qualified or available to address them. I’ll then contact you. 


RAISE YOUR QUESTIONS EARLY! The less lead time you provide, the more difficult it can become to resolve your issues.





READ ALL THIS CAREFULLY before you call, since it likely answers your questions. 


�






NOTES�
 NSXCA-NW SACRAMENTO CHAPTER DRIVING SCHOOL APPLICATION


School: Thunderhill 9/11//01  TUESDAY


         �
Mail Application to:    Al Terpak  /TH9/11/01 ,


P. O. Box 276212, Sacramento, CA 95827-6212�
�
KEEP THE PENMANSHIP LEGIBLE, PLEASE!�
�
NAME�
NSXCA Member ?     If Yes: #______


Do you want to join?


If no why?                     


�
�
STREET�
PHONE - EVENING:�
�
CITY/STATE, ZIP�
PHONE - DAY:�
�
INTERNET ID (E-mail)�
CAR MAKE/MODEL:�
�
DRIVER SHARING THE CAR:


�
COLOR:�
Supercharged�
�
INSURANCE CARRIER:                                                                                            POLICY NUMBER:                                   EXPIRES:�
�
# of driving schools�
# other drvg schools�
Description of Other Experience�
�
THUNDERHILL______�
Other�
�
�
LAGUNA SECA______�
Other�
�
�
SEARS POINT______�
�
�
�
MOST RECENT SCHOOL�
DATE:�
LOCATION:�
�
Preferred Run Group (circle =>):	Advanced          Hi Intermediate               Lo Intermediate             Novice/Beginner


Why?_________________________________________________________________________________________


(This is a clear opportunity for us to consider your preference, not a commitment to assign you as you request.)


Will you be available to help with registration at 7am?______________


Drug allergies, emergency contact info and other pertinent info which would be helpful for us to know in the event of a medical emergency will now be filled in BY YOU on the back of your name tag at the track –  this is YOUR responsibility.


�Please go back and reread item number 10 in the article above.


REGISTRATION FEE�
�
($175 per driver)�
�
�
�
Voluntary Donation to NSXCA Sacramento Chapter!�
�
NON - NSXCA Member add�
�
($50)       Apply for NSXCA membership:  Yes____  No ____�
�
TOTAL ENCLOSED�
�
(Payable to “NSXCA-Sacramento Chapter”                Memo: NSX/TH 9/11/01) �
�
�


I have the entire six-page article accompanying this application (circle one):       YES           NO


(if NO, we’ll send you another copy)





This is NOT a racing school. It is a high speed driving school, on a racetrack, under close supervision by instructors. While the overriding consideration during the operation of the event is safety, incidents may occur that could cause vehicle damage and/or personal injury. You will be driving in a class session with other students and instructors whose vehicles may be uninsured and/or unregistered.


You are totally responsible for the safe operation and safe mechanical condition of your vehicle. The volunteer organizers, sponsors, NSX Club of America Northwest Region Sacramento Chapter, Niello Acura and its officers, staff and technicians, BMW CCA - the Golden Gate Chapter and its officers, instructors and staff, Thunderhill staff and facility owners/providers assume absolutely no responsibility in the event of an accident, of any kind, in the course of this event.


If this is of concern to you we recommend that you contact your own personal insurance carrier for advice to determine what coverage would be in effect during this school. 


Submission of this application is your acknowledgment of the above and agreement to attend under these conditions.








Signature____________________________________________________________date___________________  


Thunderhill 9/11/01	- � PAGE �5� -	8/11/01





Thunderhill 9/11/01			8/11/01			











