NIELLO ACURA - NSXCA NW SACRAMENTO CHAPTER


TUESDAY 9/11/2001


THUNDERHILL SCHOOL STUDENT PACKET


8/17/01





ENROLLMENT STATUS





1) Your enrollment is determined by whether your application was received and your check cleared!


2) You can also check your status and download track information from our web site at: http://sacramento.nsxca.org/Events/thunderhill_driving_school9-11.htm


3) If you are not driving a BMW, you are in line behind everyone who is in the queue up until the beginning of April.


4) If your check has bounced or PayPal has failed, your status is “not enrolled” until the additional $25 fee has been paid and cleared by September 4, 2001.  





CRITICAL ITEMS





GET YOUR CAR TECH INSPECTION DONE!  Some students have overlooked this requirement until the night before the school when they read this information for the first time.  Or later...  Plan to do it NOW!  We have seriously tightened the requirement regarding bringing a completed, STAMPED & signed tech inspection form -  refer to details further below.


CALL AND MAKE YOUR HOTEL RESERVATIONS NOW:  See info below under “LODGING”.


SNELL 90 or newer helmets are now required. There will be no exceptions to this.


Carefully read the enclosed Liability Waiver page in advance of signing our master copy upon your arrival at the track.





CANCELLATIONS:  All cancellations are non-refundable. Given the small group, we can make no exceptions.





SAFETY: Our Primary Concern, as the event organizers, is Your Safety. Every procedure, requirement, guideline and instruction is thoughtfully intended to satisfy that concern. Cars moving at speed on the track can be dangerous—to the occupants, to turn workers and to other cars. It is possible for you to be injured and your car damaged, so to manage this risk and to allow us to continue with these activities in the future, your understanding and cooperation is essential. This is NOT a racing school. There will be no timing equipment or stopwatches—no trophies or bonus points for fastest lap. This experience is designed to increase your mental and physical skills, and your knowledge of what your car can, and can't, do. Our philosophy is that a good driver is an aware driver.... aware of the car, aware of the track, aware of other drivers.  Listen to your instructors.  They all started out in the same place you now sit.  Utilize their knowledge to enhance yours.  Good students make the teaching easy and enjoyable for all parties concerned.





The event will be held rain (yes in September!) or blazing sunshine.





SPONSORS:  Finally a few thanks to our sponsors. Without the very generous financial support of Niello Acura in Sacramento, the nation’s number 1 in new NSX sales dealer in 2000, this second annual and exclusive NSX track event would not have been possible. Many thanks to Vince Gregory, the General Manager, and Larry Reuter, the Service Manager. Just like last year we will have raffle items donated by Niello Acura, Randy Marchetti from RM Racing, Bob Leonti from Comptech USA, and we are still working on Mark Johnson from DaliRacing, and  Yokohama Tire Corp.  All proceeds from this raffle go to the NSXCA Sacramento Chapter. If you too want to donate/sponsor a raffle item, we welcome it!





Last but not least, once again many thanks to Jim Grinstead our Chief Instructor and adviser, the BMWCCA Golden Gate Chapter instructors; and to the Sacramento Chapter club officers and members for helping out.�
1) TRACK SCHOOL SCHEDULE ITEMS





Your utmost cooperation in timely arrival and attention to announcements is vital to ensuring sufficient track time for everyone.  We will not wait for you!    This is a team effort and your contribution improves the quality for all.  A serious piece of behind-the-scenes effort has gone into making this a productive learning experience.  Do your part and we'll all have fun.





A detailed schedule will be provided to you at registration on Monday night or Tuesday morning.  Students will be spread across four run groups.  We run sessions right through lunchtime to maximize track time.  Session lengths are roughly 25-30 minutes. 





MONDAY night registration will be held from 6:00 PM to 9:30 PM, in the lobby of the Santa Fe Grill next to the Golden Pheasant Best Western, 2249 N. Humboldt, Willows.  This is just Southeast of the intersection of Hwy 5 and Hwy 162.





Register on Monday night if at all possible - this will help speed up the program Tuesday, and maximize your track time.  Bring your helmet to registration for inspection along with your COMPLETED car tech form.  





The school fee is $175.





The kickoff for Tuesday is provided below.  If you are late and miss some of this, we will cover procedures, etc. with you in place of including you in your first run session.


7:00	Thunderhill Gates Open (most of us are at the gate promptly at 6:30)


6:50	Registration Open


8:00	Drivers’ Meeting - be on time


9:00	Track is open


Drivers’ meeting attendance is mandatory.  If you show up late to the drivers’ meeting or miss it entirely, we will do our best to review the key points with you in lieu of your first run session if necessary.


We will have a roll call to verify your presence.





2) THINGS TO DO AND CONSIDER BEFORE THE SCHOOL





ELIGIBILITY - PREVIOUS EXPERIENCE REQUIRED - Those of you who have no previous organized high-performance driving experience are encouraged to find an autocross or other similar opportunity to get at least some exposure to car control and adhesion limits, but we are willing and able to accommodate students with absolutely no experience whatsoever. This track is very safe and forgiving for novice students working closely with instructors, and provides many situations for training from the ground up.





STUDY THE ENCLOSED MATERIALS – The information on flags, procedures, etc., are provided by the Golden Gate Chapter of the BMWCCA in cooperation with the NSXCA Sacramento Chapter. Please read these carefully so that you can learn as much as possible before you show up at the track.  The more you understand in advance, the smoother the weekend goes for all of us.  Please take this seriously so that you minimize the waste of time and money at the track.  Also, please avoid unnecessary calls on questions that are addressed in this material or the four-page article associated with the application (find it again if you need to at http://www.ggc-bmw-cca.org/), or the download materials available on our web site at:. http://sacramento.nsxca.org/Events/thunderhill_driving_school9-11.htm.  However, do not hesitate to contact me if you still can’t find your answer. 





DIRECTIONS - Thunderhill is located on Highway 162, six miles west of Willows. Willows is a truck stop and agribusiness town on I-5 roughly 75 miles northwest of Sacramento, due west of Oroville. From the Bay area, be sure to use the I-505 connector between I-80 and I-5 north.





ATTIRE - Comfortable clothes are a must...loose fitting pants, shirts, sweater, etc.  Flat soled shoes like any type of sneaker is fine.  Full Nomex race gear is OK too, but not necessary.  Bring something to keep you in the shade or provide you cover.





We require helmets to be rated SNELL 90 or newer (Nomex interior is preferred but not required). SNELL 90 or newer motorcycle approved helmets are acceptable. Bring your helmet, or if you do not have one, make a serious effort to borrow one from a friend.  If you absolutely cannot find a helmet to borrow, you may rent one from Thunderhill. Make your arrangements with Thunderhill (530-934—5588) before coming to the track to secure availability in your particular size. We will not wait for you.





FAMILY AND FRIENDS - Spectators are welcome, provided they can care for themselves.  A racetrack is not a good place for children or pets, so please leave them at home.  You will be plenty busy and added distractions don't help the learning curve.  Our policy on passengers is - - this is a Driving School, not a passenger school.  Students may not have any passengers in their cars except instructors.  If you or a friend would like a tour of Thunderhill from the passenger seat, ask for a ride with one of the instructors.  This is encouraged and can really give you an idea about the size of the performance envelope.





However, time permitting we plan to allow you to take friends and family members on the track at cruising speed during the lunch break. This is not as an opportunity to showcase your talent or your car’s performance - so do not abuse this privilege. 





LODGING AND ENTERTAINMENT – We recommend the Golden Pheasant Best Western in Willows, located southeast of HWYs 5/162 intersection at 2249 N. Humboldt Ave. 530 934-4603. As a group, we have secured very competitive rates for Monday night, September 10. Ask for the NSX/Thunderhill corporate group rates. 





Other options are: Super 8 Motel 530 934-2871; Crossroads 530 934-7026,; and Days Inn 530 934-444 





DINNER - Instructors/staff and about half the students plan to eat (you pay for your own meal) at the Santa Fe Grill adjacent to the Golden Pheasant Inn.  Group feeds have been well-received by students and is a great opportunity to meet one another and socialize. Make an effort to attend.





LUNCH - Lunch will be provided to registered students, instructors and workers on Tuesday at the track.  Others at the track who are not registered students will be able to purchase lunch food from the caterer. We'll probably have the same variety of sandwiches, fruit and beverages. 





BREAKFAST - We will have complimentary breakfast available at the track in the morning to help jump-start those of you who may be commuting to the track directly. The Golden Pheasant Best Western offers free continental breakfast at the Santa Fe Grill next door.





CAR TECH INSPECTION – A tech inspection will be required of your car in advance of the track school, which consists of a thorough inspection of your car by a qualified mechanic.  Inspections focus on engine compartment condition, brakes, tires, suspension, steering, etc., in an attempt to insure that cars have adequate systems before they are driven on track. We want to avoid technical inspection forms being signed by the drivers of cars and not known NSX shops or Acura dealers servicing NSXs.





The number and nature of mechanical problems that have arisen on cars participating in our schools.  This driving activity and the speeds being driven dictate that you cannot afford to be casual with your inspections.  To ensure safety of all the participants, we must insist on a proper safety inspection being carried out by a qualified individual.  There are safety items that cannot be adequately checked without a lift, current knowledge and training.  There are technical bulletins from Acura outlining problems that our reputable shops use to assure that your car is as safe as possible.  This is for your benefit and safety, as well as the safety of other drivers on the track.  Therefore we have implemented the following policy:  All Technical Inspection Forms must be completed in their entirety and clearly signed as meeting our requirements by known and reputable NSX shops.  





We suggest you use the advertisers in NSX Prime, or Niello Acura in Sacramento which has agreed to offer free tech inspections during the week of August 27 for those attending Thunderhill on 9/11/01. Please call Larry Reuter, the Service Manager for an appointment at (916) 334-6300. Please plan ahead on your inspections, as the shops get filled the week before an event.  A tech inspection form is enclosed.  If you show up with mechanical problems that keep you off the track, or such problems develop during the school, there will be no refunds offered.





In order to minimize non-driving activities at the track, your car must be inspected prior to the school.  The options are as follows:





Take your car to a qualified mechanic for tech inspection and checklist sign-off AND STAMPED.


If you are your own mechanic, CALL or contact Al Terpak EARLY to discuss.  These exceptions will be very limited but are allowed. Al can be reached at (916) 364-7385.


If you arrive at the track without a completed tech inspection form, you will not be permitted to run.


If exceptions to the requirements are found, the tech form is still intended to be signed, signifying the results of the inspection (pass vs. fail) as made by a qualified mechanic.


Student must discuss items that do not pass with Al Terpak,  well in advance of the school, if the second inspection is desired to be done at the track instead of at the shop.  Maintain a bias to have failed items corrected or at least inspected at the shop.  No need to discuss with Al if the corrections are made and passed by the mechanic in the shop.





CRITICAL REQUIREMENTS





Cars which arrive at Thunderhill without a completed tech inspection form simply will not get onto the track, and there will be no refund of enrollment fees. 





Exceptions are those items that failed during the inspection, which you have agreed with Al Terpak to have inspected at the track.  For example, if the mechanic failed your tires during the inspection, it makes sense to have your new tires inspected at the track in 10 seconds, instead of taking the car back to the shop.





ON-SITE MECHANIC SERVICES - If your car breaks and you can’t fix it yourself, you are done.  Niello Acura technicians may offer their services, and many members at the event may try to help you but the responsibility is yours alone. Again, we regret that we have to institute this policy, but we cannot allow taxing the volunteers and risking the safety of others.  Sorry, no exceptions. 





3) TRACK RULES





Thunderhill sound level restriction is 103 db measured at 50 feet. Drivers get only one warning.  A second violation is immediate Done Day.  This is track policy, not ours.  There is no avenue of appeal.  Nothing will screw up our weekend more than problems with the Sound Lady.  Please fix your exhaust systems BEFORE you show up at the track!


Cleanup of trash, oil/fuel spills, tires, etc. is charged at exorbitant fees.  Please help keep the facility clean.  Trash receptacles will be provided.  Waste fluids need to be removed by participants.  


Fuel spills on the asphalt must be brought to the attention of track personnel immediately, and doused with lots of water.  Save yourselves from major cleanup bills on this one, please.


Fuel is sometimes available from operations at the track.  Public filling stations are found at Willows, but a trip for fuel can interfere with your track time, so you need to exercise some sound fuel management practices.


Track gates are open from 7am to dark.


No vehicles are permitted on any portion of the property other than the paddock or parts of the race course.





�
4) PROCEDURES FOR THIS SCHOOL





CORNER WORKERS - In the interest of safety and moving things along, we will be using hired, professional corner workers. 





WRIST BANDS - To better control access to the track, wrist bands (issued at Registration) will be worn on left wrists by all students, instructors and workers.  No one will be allowed to drive on the track without a wrist band visible.  Passengers in instructor cars will also be required to have wristbands to signify that the passengers have signed the liability waiver - passenger wristbands will be available from the staff at Control - the entrance to the track from the hot pit lane.  Student and instructor wristbands will also be used to signify that lunch cost has been paid.  Passenger wristbands will be of a different color, so that the caterer can tell that no free lunch is due.





HELMET DOTS - Colored dots will be applied to your helmet during registration, to signify that the helmet has been inspected at registration, and that it is SNELL 90 or newer.





STUDENT NAMETAGS - These will be provided in the packet you get at registration.  Your instructors (and a number of students at past schools) have requested that students have nametags.  This will help instructors manage their responsibilities to work with students in an organized manner (business reason), and will help us learn each other’s names (byproduct social reason).  Help the instructors out with this one by wearing your tag - they are dedicating an unpaid weekend to helping you out.





STUDENT SIGN-OFFS - Instructors are now handling the paperwork to keep track of each student’s progress, so we are no longer providing a checklist card in the registration materials.  The intent is to provide continuity for the instructors as they change students.  Once the sign-off process is completed, the student is then permitted to drive on the track without an instructor if the student so chooses.  Many students continue to drive with instructors even after signed off to keep the learning curve steep.








TRACK INFORMATION SOURCES – 





In addition to our web page downloads, check out the Northern California Shelby Club web site http://www.norcal-saac.org/ => Open Track Info => Open Track Handbooks and use Adobe Reader for their Thunderhill drivers’ handbook – good discussion of a track school lap on Thunderhill, including good maps of the track and each turn. 





The BMW CCA National Capital Chapter has a good document on the net:


 


http://www.bcpl.net/~ncc/drivers-school/documentation-index.html  





and get the document titled High Performance Driving.  





Also, Thunderhill has it’s own site http://www.thunderhill.com/ which has nice maps and some killer video from cars and bikes, for those of you unfamiliar with this track; other video is available at:





http://www.bombaydigital.com/pages/boxster/tracks/





We plan to mail special track instructional packets to Novice/Beginners as well as low Intermediate students. So it is important that if you fall in this category you spend some time reading such materials before coming to the track. These will be available on the web for download as well at:





http://sacramento.nsxca.org/Events/thunderhill_driving_school9-11.htm





�
6) STUFF TO BRING TO THE TRACK





By popular demand, this partial list of stuff to consider bringing is provided here:





�
Plastic tarp or plastic Garbage bags to cover your stuff while   it’s out of your car.  Bungie cords to hold the tarp down in the wind.


Ice chest with FLUIDS and snacks.


Event paperwork


Hand cleaner


Paper towels


Air compressor


Tire pressure gauge


Windex; rain-X


Brake fluid


Tool box 


Torque wrench


Duct/Electrical tapes


Spare engine oil


Extra car keys


Sunscreen/Umbrella


Fuses


Fan belt


Car shop manual


Lounge chair


Work gloves ( to help us with cones)


Flashlight


Carpet cleaner (if you don’t get a non-smoking room)


Brake pads/rotors 


�



7) TRACK DAY PREPARATION AND PROCEDURES





5 MPH speed limit in the paddock area


CHP patrols the road between Hwy 5 and THill.  Please behave yourself here, since problems with the CHP reflect badly on our whole group and can jeopardize our renter status with THill.


Get a good night's sleep.  It will be a long, busy day and alert students are safe students.


If the track is too hot, set tire pressures to lower to perhaps 30s psi front and 36 psi in the rear.  COLD tire pressures of around 30 psi often result in warm/hot tire pressures several psi higher.  Check with others in attendance with more experience to hear what they have to offer regarding tire pressures.  Air service may not be available at the track, so bring your own pump and tire pressure gauge.


Upon arrival, empty your car of all loose objects.  Remove trim rings.  


Proceed to School Registration with signed-off Tech Inspection form and SNELL 1990 (or later) approved helmet in hand, if you did not register Monday night.





The requirement for a SNELL  ‘90 or newer rated helmet 


is  ABSOLUTELY, POSITIVELY mandatory


>>>>>>>>NO EXCEPTIONS<<<<<<<<





	A SNELL approved helmet can be identified by a dated sticker located on the inside of the shell beneath the inner liner.  


	No substitutions, copies, equivalents, sob stories or pleas of ignorance accepted.


	Check yours right now to avoid unneeded heartbreak and agony at the track.  Contact me in advance if you can’t find the sticker for your helmet.


	Yes, this is the third time this point is mentioned in this write-up - must be a reason...


Receive wrist band, car numbers, nametag, track map and weekend schedule which will be provided to you at registration. Place letter designating your run group (A, B, C or D) on the left (driver side) part of glass engine cover; place the number lettering above the run group. Please wear your name tag at the track.


Stay alert for announcements and driver meetings. And make an effort to be on time; lost time is less time on the track. No slack time in the schedule means we go with or without you.


NEW PROCEDURE


We will be taking attendance at the Student Drivers’ Meeting and Classroom Sessions.  If you miss or are late to these meetings, you’ll make it up through discussions with one of the lead instructors instead of driving in your session.


Be sure to think through what you want from your weekend, and discuss it with your instructor at the start of each track session. This is important in making sure we meet your goals and objectives. Do not hesitate to ask for specific feedback from your instructor after each session.


If you want something different  from your instructor (e.g., different quantity or quality of feedback), discuss it with your instructor.  If you still are not getting what you want, consider changing instructors and discuss it with your instructor and/or instructor group leader – this is expected to be routine, acceptable practice.








8) QUESTIONS





Questions regarding logistics or administration for the school can be answered by Hrant Kouyoumdjian, at KHrant@aol.com or  (916) 961-5220 any time (machine voice mail/fax)- Email is best.  Before you call, PLEASE READ THIS ENTIRE PACKAGE THOROUGHLY as well as the information referenced under Track Information Sources above, and the additional download materials available on our web - these are more than likely to have the answers to your questions, and will save us the phone calls ...








	NOTES�
SAMPLE – READ IN ADVANCE OF THE SCHOOL





RELEASE AND WAIVER OF LIABILITY, 


ASSUMPTION OF RISK AND INDEMNITY AGREEMENT





IN CONSIDERATION of being permitted to compete, officiate, observe, work for, or participate in any way in the EVENT or being permitted to enter for any purpose any RESTRICTED AREA (defined as any area requiring special authorization, credentials, or permission to enter or any area to which admission by the general public is restricted or prohibited), EACH OF THE UNDERSIGNED, for himself, his personal representatives, heirs, and next of kin:





1. Acknowledges, agrees, and represents that he have or will immediately upon entering any of such RESTRICTED AREAS and will continuously thereafter, inspect RESTRICTED AREAS which he enters, and he further agrees and warrants that, if at any time, he is in or about RESTRICTED AREAS and he feels anything to be unsafe, he will immediately advise the officials of such and if necessary will leave the RESTRICTED AREAS and/or refuse to participate further in the EVENT.





2. HEREBY RELEASES, WAIVES, DISCHARGES AND COVENANTS NOT TO SUE the promoters participants, racing associations, sanctioning organizations or any subdivision thereof, track operators, track owners, officials, car owners, drivers, pit crews, rescue personnel, any persons in any RESTRICTED AREA, promoters, sponsors, advertisers, owners and lessees of premises used to conduct the EVENT, premises and event inspectors, surveyors, underwriters, consultants and others who give recommendations, directions, or instructions or engage in risk evaluation or loss control activities regarding the premises of EVENT and each of them, their directors, officers, agents and employees, all for the purposes herein referred to as “Releasees,” FROM ALL LIABILITY TO THE UNDERSIGNED, his personal representatives, assigns, heirs, and next of kin FOR ANY AND ALL LOSS OR DAMAGE, AND ANY CLAIM OR DEMANDS THEREFOR ON ACCOUNT OF INJURY TO THE PERSON OR PROPERTY OR RESULTING DEATH OF THE UNDERSIGNED ARISING OUT OF OR RELATED TO THE EVENT, WHETHER CAUSED BY THE NEGLIGENCE OF THE RELEASEES OR OTHERWISE.





3. HEREBY AGREES TO INDEMNIFY AND SAVE AND HOLD HARMLESS the Releasees and each of them FROM ANY LOSS, LIABILITY, DAMAGE, OR COST they may incur arising out of or related to the EVENT WHETHER CAUSED BY THE NEGLIGENCE OF THE RELEASEES OR OTHERWISE.





4. HEREBY ASSUMES FULL RESPONSIBILITY FOR ANY RISK OF BODILY INJURY, DEATH OR PROPERTY DAMAGE arising out of or related to the EVENT whether caused by the NEGLIGENCE OF RELEASEES or otherwise.





5. HEREBY acknowledges that THE ACTIVITIES OF THE EVENT ARE VERY DANGEROUS and involve risk of serious injury and/or death and/or property damage. Each of the UNDERSIGNED, also expressly acknowledges that INJURIES RECEIVED MAY BE COMPOUNDED OR INCREASED BY NEGLIGENT RESCUE OPERATIONS OR PROCEDURES OF THE RELEASEES. 





6. HEREBY agrees that this Release and Waiver of Liability, Assumption of Risk and Indemnity Agreement extends to all acts of negligence by the Releases, INCLUDING NEGLIGENT RESCUE OPERATIONS and is intended to be as brad and inclusive as is permitted by the laws of the province or state in which the Event is conducted and this if any portion thereof is held invalid, it is agreed that the balance shall notwithstanding, continue in full legal force and effect. 





I HAVE READ THIS RELEASE AND WAIVER OF LIABILITY, ASSUMPTION OF RISK AND INDEMNITY AGREEMENT, FULLY UNDERSTAND ITS TERMS, UNDERSTAND THAT I HAVE GIVEN UP SUBSTANTIAL RIGHTS BY SIGNING IT, AND HAVE SIGNED IT FREELY AND VOLUNTARILY WITHOUT ANY INDUCEMENT, ASSURANCE OR GUARANTEE BEING MADE TO ME AND INTEND MY SIGNATURE TO BE A COMPLETE AND UNCONDITIONAL RELEASE OF LIABILITY TO THE GREATEST EXTENT ALLOWED BY LAW.





ALL SECTIONS MUST BE COMPLETED





PRINT NAME HERE		SIGN NAME HERE					DUTIES





___________________________________________________________________________________________________


___________________________________________________________________________________________________


___________________________________________________________________________________________________


___________________________________________________________________________________________________


___________________________________________________________________________________________________


___________________________________________________________________________________________________








�
All Driving School drivers should study this description of our flags, and bring it with you to the track for review and reference (while in the paddock, not while on the track...).  You may be quizzed by the instructors regarding this, so be sharp!





DRIVING SCHOOL FLAG SIGNALS





Following is a description of the flags used for communications at the corners and start/finish line  at our Driving Schools.  Learn the meanings of these flags-- they are our means of communicating with you while you are on the track. Remember that flag signals must be obeyed without question.  If you are flagged while on the track and do not understand why, obey the flag, complete the lap you are on, exit to the pit lane, continue to the head of pit lane, and ask the Steward there for more information.





STANDING YELLOW:  Proceed with caution, no passing.  Displayed during the first lap of a session, when you are nearing a waving yellow,  and at other times when ordered by CONTROL.  Gives you the opportunity to warm up your car and your mind, and see the location of the corner workers.





WAVING YELLOW:  Proceed with EXTREME CAUTION; there is a car blocking the track or otherwise endangering the oncoming traffic just ahead.  SLOW DOWN!      Be prepared to stop!        NO PASSING!!!.





YELLOW W/VERTICAL STRIPES:  Oil/debris flag.  Proceed with caution, there is oil, fluids, gravel, dirt, or other debris on the track.  Traction will be poor.  No passing until past the debris.





GREEN:  Start of track session.





OPEN BLACK:  Waved or pointed at the car in question-- there is something wrong with your car or with your driving.  Complete the lap you are on, come into pit lane, proceed to the head of pit lane, and talk to the person there who will discuss the problem with you.  In some emergency situations, a black flag will be displayed to ALL cars in order to clear the track in the quickest possible time.  If available, a BLACK FLAG WITH ORANGE BALL IN CENTER will be used to designate a mechanical problem with your car, so be especially careful as you complete the lap and pull into pit lane.





FURLED BLACK, POINTING AT YOU:  Warning!  You are driving in a manner that is questionable.  If you continue to drive in this manner you will be black flagged on the next lap.  It may mean that you would benefit from an instructor to accompany you and remind you of the correct line, or other helpful information to make your track session and driving school even more enjoyable.





BLACK DISPLAYED TO ALL CARS, AND STANDING YELLOW AT ALL TURNS:  Proceed with caution, no passing, complete your current lap, exit the track to the pit lane, and park.





BLUE WITH DIAGONAL YELLOW/ORANGE STRIPE:  A faster car is behind you, and may wish to pass at the next passing zone.  When the passing section of the track is reached, signal the car behind which side of your car you want it to pass you on.  Do not change your line or speed up while being passed.  Note:  flag will be used at turns at the beginning of an allowed passing zone.





RED:  Stop as safely and quickly as you can after checking your rear view mirrors for tailgaters. Signal with your arm raised out the window.  Pull to the right side of the track.  Do not finish the lap you are on.  The Red flag is used only when continued lapping cannot be done safely-- a pranged car is on or near the track,  or there is another unsafe situation.





CHECKERED:  The track session is over. Slow your car safely, complete the lap you are on and exit into the pit lane and  paddock.  This is your cool-down lap.  NO PASSING!!!





�
TECH INSPECTION for THill 9/11/01





Driver’s Name: _________________________________			     Car Model: ______________





A qualified mechanic must inspect, indicate the inspection results for at least all items on the checklist, sign-off AND STAMP, to certify the results of the inspection (Pass/Fail by item).  If failed items are found, the tech form is still intended to be signed, signifying the results of the inspection.


IF you want the second inspection (after correction of failed items) done at the track instead of at the shop, student must discuss items that do not pass with Al Terpak, well in advance of the school.  Maintain a bias to have failed items corrected or at least inspected at the shop.  No need to discuss with Jim if the corrections are passed by the mechanic in a shop; we merely want to pre-approve paddock inspections.


P / F�
Fan belts OK, tight, no cracks�
P / F�
Hoses secure & flexible, no cracks/rubbing/ no leaks�
�
P / F�
Engine mounts solid�
P / F�
Battery secure, lugs tight�
�
P / F�
Throttle linkage OK�
P / F�
Fluid levels OK (incl trans and diff), no leaks�
�
P / F�
Header and exhaust OK.  NOTE:  Sound limit at Thunderhill is 103 db, at 50 feet - STRICTLY & CONTINUOUSLY ENFORCED�
P / F�
Brake heat performance - check for brake fade and rotor warpage with 3 or 4 hard stops from 60mph.�
�
P / F�
Tires - even wear, suitable for track driving.


Fronts: R          L           Rears: R            L�
P / F�
Brake pads/rotors” write pad thickness in mm


Fronts: R        L          Rears: R         L�
�
P / F�
Ask if tires have had punctures. Any repairs on the sidewalls or more than 0.25” is an automatic FAIL�
P / F�
Check for brake lines and any symptoms of any leaks�
�
P / F�
Springs and dampers OK�
P / F�
Wheel bearings, ball joints tight�
�
P / F�
Front strut mounting locations & hardware OK�
P / F�
Brake fluid flushed - factory service intervals�
�
P / F�
Rear subframe & differential mountings OK�
P / F�
Steering box securely mounted�
�
P / F�
Pedal check OK�
P / F�
Driver seat & belt in good working order�
�
P / F�
Fire extinguisher mounted in car (optional, but encouraged)�
P / F�
Passenger seat & belt design & condition, equal to or better than driver seat & belt�
�
P / F�
Brakes lights and flashers working�
P / F�
Seats securely mounted�
�
P / F�
Steering wheel play OK�
P / F�
SRS faults cleared�
�
P / F�
Wiper blades OK�
P / F�
lug bolts torqued to 80 lbs�
�



INSPECTED BY (Mechanic signature and stamp merely indicate the mechanic has made the inspection with the results shown above.)�
Stamp here with Acura/NSX mechanic business name or return address stamp.  �
�









DATE____________   Pass / Fail?___________�
�
�
RESPONSIBILITY STATEMENT


This is NOT a racing school. It is a high speed driving school, on a race track, under close supervision by instructors. While the overriding consideration during the operation of the event is safety, incidents may occur that could cause vehicle damage and/or personal injury. You will be driving in a class session with other students and instructors whose vehicles may be uninsured and/or unregistered.


You are totally responsible for the safe operation and safe mechanical condition of your vehicle.  The volunteer organizers, sponsors, NSX Club of America Northwest Region -Sacramento Chapter, Niello Acura and its officers, staff and technicians, BMW CCA - the Golden Gate Chapter and its officers, instructors and staff, Thunderhill staff and facility owners/providers assume no responsibility in the event of an accident, of any kind, in the course of this event.


If this is of concern to you we recommend that you contact your own personal insurance carrier for advice to determine what coverage would be in effect during this school. 


Submission of this application is your acknowledgment of the above and agreement to attend under these conditions.


I hereby certify that my vehicle specified on the technical inspection checklist form that I have provided at registration has been carefully examined by a qualified individual and that all the items specified on the technical inspection checklist have been inspected.  I understand that the safe condition and operation of the vehicle specified on my technical inspection checklist form is entirely my responsibility as well as any problems, malfunctions or damage that occur in connection with the operation of the specified vehicle prior to, during and subsequent to the driving school.








DRIVER SIGNATURE�
�
DATE�
�



�
Student parking is intended to be set back from the immediate vicinity of the entrance to the hot pits.  This leaves space for instructor parking adjacent to the entrance, to improve instructor access to their cars and the hot pits.  Instructor schedules during the day are more crammed, so please extend them the courtesy of parking areas as depicted.





5 MPH speed limit in the paddock area








���������������������������������������������������������������


Thunderhill 9/11/01	- �page �11� -	8/17/01





BMW CCA Golden Gate Chapter		1/00





Thunderhill 9/11/01		8/17/01				REV 4/17/00





THUNDERHILL PADDOCK





BMW CCA Golden Gate Chapter		2/29/00


		








CLASSROOM


SESSIONS





FOOD





Drivers’ Meeting





OFFICE





green





red





white





yellow





hot pits





instructor group tents





FENCING





blue





Instructor Parking





ENTRANCE





TRAFFIC





DECK





CONCRETE WALL





FRONT STRAIGHT








